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“Things could have been much worse! I could have been involved in an
accident. I could have crashed and died instantly.”

“Everything indicates that this is more serious than anyone wants to tell me.
It feels as though I’m about to leave on a lonely journey, where I won’t need
any luggage. Well – I will need happiness.”

This book is an encounter – many encounters – with people who have had
cancer, or who have it now. It also presents some of Norway’s foremost
cancer experts. One out of three Norwegians will be diagnosed with cancer
in the course of his or her life.

Both research and treatment have made such great strides that most cancer
patients today survive the disease. Yet life after cancer entails numerous and
serious challenges for both survivors and their loved ones. Cancer changes
the lives of those affected, and many ask: “Why me?”

This book about cancer in Norway examines the disease from a number of
medical and personal vantage points.

Among the contributors are Thorvald Steen, Finn Skårderud, Anne Lise
Ryel, Frøydis Landmark, and Einar Øverenget, as well as Øyvind S. Bruland
and Knut Olav Åmås, the editors.

Gøril Wiker and Lena Fauske have interviewed five people who have had
cancer or who have lost a loved one to cancer. These are powerful narratives
– about living.

The Norwegian Radium Hospital ––75 years of caring
The publication of this book coincides with the 75th

anniversary of Norway’s only specialized cancer hospital

in the spring of 2007. The book also presents the

hospital’s fascinating history.
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